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This study focuses on the foodways and the place-making of
Shan labor migrants in urban Chiang Mai, northern Thailand,
within a transnational context. It shows how the Shans have
both maintained and adapted their eating habits and cooking
methods to suit their new settings. They practice home
cooking to save their costs of living, and in particular to fullfil
their culinary attachments. Gendered roles have also
transformed in the context of transnational kitchen, as the
Shan male migrants have become the main cooks while
waiting for their partners to reunite. Finally, this research
argues that the case study of Shan migrants in Chiang Mai
demonstrates how the use and taste of Shan food have
become part of contemporary cultural politics. Instead of
shopping for ingredients and products from local Chiangmai
markets, Shan migrants prefer to purchase from Shan vendors
at pop-up markets or those who bring stuffs directly to their

living or work spaces on motorcycles or pick-up trucks.
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