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ABSTRACT

This article discusses young muslimah in Bann Rim Nam, Phra Pradaeng district,
Samut Prakan province. It focuses on the processes of constructing their religious
subjectivities, particularly through their interpretation and appropriation of hijab. The
arguments have been developed from the author’s documentary and ethnographic
field research from June 2010 to March 2012. The study finds that, although the
muslimah youth have to conform with religious values, their agency are articulated
through everyday practices. Hijab is an entanglement of both collective identity and
individual appropriation. In the context of Islamization, adopting Hijab is a form
of symbolic strategy these young muslimah use to legitimize their role in private
and public spheres. Finally, hijab also illustrates their idea of modernity through the
culture of consumption and the representation of religious ideals through online

social media.

keywords: muslimah, hijab, agency, Islamization
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