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ABSTRACT

Buddhism in Thailand has been a key element of both the Thai state and local
Lao culture in Northeastern part of the country. It has played an instrumental role
in cultural assimilation of Bru ethnic minority in the region. This article discusses
Bru's cultural adaptation focusing on the dynamism of indigenous belief system
within Buddhist culture. It considers Bru's key strategy of “Khuen-Heet"”, a ritual
process which marks one’s conversion from indigenous spiritual-social structure
to adopt Buddhism. While commonly perceived as a form of cultural adaptation
to contemporary socio-economic transformation, the process has also become
individuals’ tactics in dealing with social tension within lineage groups and
indigenous religious restrictions. In this way, it exemplifies how Bru ethnicity can
be negotiated while the people continue to extend their socio-economic network

across state and ethnic borders.

keywords Bru ethnic group, indigenous system of belief, Buddhist culture
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