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ABSTRACT

This article explores research and studies on human flows with special reference
to cross-border tourism and healthcare services in the context of Nong Khai
Special Economic-Development Zone. Driven by state development and private
sector investment, this northeastern border town between Thailand and Lao PDR
has long been a hub for transborder economic networks, particularly a growing
number of both service providers and consumers in tourism and healthcare
services. The authors presents a synsthesis of four interconnected research issues:
1) trade and economic connectivity in the border area, 2) socio-cultural dynamics
across the Thai-Lao borders, 3) cross-border tourism and travelling and 4) the
dynamics of healthcare service sector in the border area. Finally, the authors also
emphasize the significance of a more holistic approach to the study of state
development project and border mobility which recognises the interrelationship

between socio-economic structure, human agency and its consequences.

keywords: Special Economic-Development Zone, cross-border tourism, healthcare services,

Nong Khai, Lao PDR
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