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This study details the characteristics of farm families in rural
Thailand. Data are drawn from literary survey and the author’s field survey
conducted in Angthong and Prathumthani provinces in 1987 and 1994,
respectively. Research findings discuss interesting phenomena pertinent to
differentaspects of farm families. It begins with traditional practicesin spouse
selection. There is a tendency for farm families to select marriage partners
from families with which they are familiar. Primary principles are personal
characteristics and familial socioeconomic background of partners from
both sides. Parents and relatives influence spouse selection. After marriage,
a newly-wed couple initially lives with the parental family of either bride or
groom. However, statistical data confirm that there is a higher proportion
of a practice of uxorilocal pattern after marriage although differences are
found in different regions of Thailand. The selection of residential pattern
after marriage has a close relation with family types. When the newly-wed
couple lives with their parents, a pattern of extended family has been
observed. After the couple moves out of the parental home and sets up their
own family unit, then, a pattern of nuclear family is observed.

Findings from cross sectional study based upon various studies
of rural farm families in different regions of Thailand (including the North,
the Northeast and the Central Plains) show some similarities that over 50
percentages of the total farm families are nuclear families whereas extended
families account to one-fourth. After marriage and having children, a wife (or
a mother) is usually responsible for household chores and family financial
management. At the same time, she has to work outside home to earn
extra income to the family. She also participates in major decision making
on family affairs. She plays a major decision making role in issues relating to
family domestic affairs except making a family loan, purchasing expensive
household items and properties, and punishing children who are serious
wrong doers. These are areas in which her husband plays a more prominent
role in decision making. In addition, parents who have lots of properties,
such as land. They tend to share their land property equally among sons and
daughters. Parents who do not own a large piece of land tend to transfer the
land to the daughter or any child who looks after the parents when they get
old. Other children regardless genders will inherit other properties (such as
cash and gold) equally. The principle of gender equity is generally applied to
property inheritance among rural farm families.
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ART8dlI9n “bunununisidengasadludssinalngananansualadndu
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MN7TENAANNFFINTI01 ‘YN’ @1l ua:m?wmmmuay
lunsaunsalas1uiu AIUTIUENIATOUATIVOIUAAL AL
Alsimasenuamaulydn’ (ain 2519, 192-96)

diisufnunaseuniafivsenauaninyinun 874 asaunia
Tusaminunusni et w.a. 2537 (Tayaldannnsdunisninssunyas
viantinasaunda) wudn feuasr 81.1 idengasasdiuauias Tudnuoud
fiauar 654.1 MAnninslnuvadnsnunanwauy dnfouas 27 1daniag
TneliUsnunlas uasfifuedonas 1.8 winduiivauidenlilaulive
Ay fayaannimAdetuifonudn “nasvinunluaiiendu” uaznis
“Lonusaiy” uqaidudufivyuaniadffandu lnaanienduanade
Uszunm 50 37udn (Uszunm w.A. 2497-2507) nasiitansnudafidu
Annsdindefivialimjuanaldwuziu usdnudutasaanlssun 30 T
g (Uszuam w.a. 2517-2527) Iamaﬁlmgumw:wuﬁuﬁmﬂﬂdﬂ
aurau ilasannifanssuldnwudsduuaniy iy nasluguiduides
nslifiansudnlugnaviedmdalndidns (usu
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HAaIUATHYIuTNYg Aiestaudeifiaasadesd WWud nasudde
ved3anlsan 8. &n (Harold €. Smith 1973) afinAnuivyvunuinymns-
nysuvadlny (Thai agricultural villages) szvi9il w.A. 2506-2507
(1963-1964) aNATRUATIAIBENNIIUIL 910 ATAUATITU 35 nijtnu
ANNINUA 6 TR (Tuuwmmlﬂlﬁi:qﬁlaﬁmﬁm) wadlasannilung
fatindlridayalianysaifediasinaanll indanguiiatneilédnun 850
AsauAsa Tudiuau 850 AsauAsailsnngindeta: 64 Sasfisznau
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nnelursauasadunsaundaian ainlideliantontsin Asaunsndase
(independent) AaAsauAsafivsznausaova il LLaxqﬂﬁﬁqlﬂLmeu
uwAsaUATIaNafiyfendusauagdce  dudufiiviadnieuar 36
Wurseumasiveny alivuanaendu 2 wuutes wuuwsnisun cluster
household (extended families) LWUUTiReaSun  two-tier household
(Limited extended families) wuuusnil¥asas 29 uwuuiigasisouas 7

uananainazinauateyadaiunanisidovasnuiasuda
folfiauananisidurninua Junsiarn SsAnunasauaamnauImtiou
Uty (n1Anane) snuau 298 Asauasailed w.a. 2498 (1955) ain
Wit ueutiiudngUuuuATe UATIINEATNTTUNITBATEUATIEIIUN
aneuiduisaasiudivideallidunnsnaiu fanngng

AN57 10 Winuifaugduuuaseuasisrndnsinuidduvesanlyasd &in Aunua
Fundiazn

i two-tier
independent cluster
i i households one-
identity of sample households households .
) (limited person
research size (nuclear (extended -
. . extended families
families) families) -
families)
N ‘ % % % %
Smith et al. 850 ‘ 64 29 7 -
Janlekha 298 ‘ 60 27 8 5

fun: smith (1973, 137)

fayaannanseludruiiiiunaisuresnua fouas 60 v0INg
faadrananuniesdlsznavluasaunsaidutuunsaunsaifian
Wuasaumsaanawuy cluster household Saear 27  WUU two-tier
household $auas 8 uaziiuaTaumAdrAuftniata: 5

ns.aln (2519, 54-55) wafsudduvasaidnindusnuian
ndasnngazaauilyriin asausddlnaidussaundilaud (Asauad
W) vsaAsauAszenuiulld ainlawudinsauasaidauilsingetng
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wnsnansuazdpdusiuvugauad Astdusduuunseundailanulne
ABINT

atndlsfid  ludauresasauaiivunuautafiadnagUlddu
py.atmiifodanallidn afvlilfRansunFasiadneidoutn faunwsas
ya3UAnEIAnaNNsiAdauuseliAunuieA1dn “nnsasastnu”
(house-hold) #isauien “aunnaufianduagiutimundmimiavanunds
uazdsngluniniuaiy yaramanisauiuvinauniainensnssudu
viefeafu’ Anednanuiifuinudiddglunisfiansuiuazfmun
wuurasnsaund widldiduddninaiuiisanunwadmiudAnundsaying
iwsznnsfigRainundstinudeuagindfududuainudndunnsasugia
arutaands uazainueugula  dnwzuiinaldvialdiAndunsaunia
venelnednludily

eadinduunasauaiadafnain  “nautiu’  (cluster of
household) 2dumsaumsaveny  (extended family) as.a@dnladqau
1RSI “Yasmnevdeynsanafiudsnuuda AsinuideustindiAueiy
farunsanuesny  uazfedinududiunisvestnuiiondu  (single
household) §1azRansutuwitugafiiodndunsaunsinony wazazwudn
ludsaulnadaseunfadnuusdogidudnnuuiniiies .. aruadoud
Aonudndeseliaznudnasaunsamaninalinsauasivunuiiniase
widsznnslaly” (afin 2519)

winasuddurasainlulsafuifoafuaseunsizunadilidet
ffqutinanuiadansaidneiu wideifassdulsafuivafunsauasaifian
Unazfiaonuiniauiosws  1H893n03AUsenauuAAIENEULATAUASY
deniiUsznaudaowe w gniufiaaudaiau uagligeannlunnsinngy
asauAfIfidnuandainausaenuiduAiesazdslsinglunngng
atinglsfif drafinRansunidou lftynnnudedansal dnuiudesazvad
ATEUATIALI9NAargInIndRls

watanneuresain deudniundefiunaulaiie wasuiduens
WAA 18U, wamaas (Jack M. Potter) (wammas 2526, 181) wamnas
Lﬁuﬁagmﬁlaﬂ W.A. 2515 (1972) wanuWinounsiiied w.e. 2519
(1976) wammasAnumyuuluTimdndadnil  uazldwudinadaseu
fignsaananun 206 msdeu  Uszneausioadafeudiianwnndu
asauAinAunfalsznaudioand nssun wazgnitdaluussanu dauqu
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129 afdeuviedoua: 62.6 wazmfursaunsufuuuuiifogaini
\Baanudrundeanduagfiudnfesa: 3.9 @runsauATIENLLULT
Usznaudaoandd nssun gnamfiusssuude anfuasgnans uazgnuad
ANAN7 993 3 fuengAu wiafiFundn “Asauniitunuuuuiianduatiu
drande” fdagfoua: 20.9 uar “asaunfrvununuufianduagiulae
310" vieasauafafiUsznaudiuand Assun gnunufindsinundn uaz
NITUATgNT vesgnyny Hegievaz 4.8 dnuaufiivdedniouar 7.8
\funsauaidnuuzaug Hu Areunfafilssnausaevieny uting ue
wiinafugnanugnane usiu

glSauifiouiunasnueesainasiiudn dalaefiuansfiesuiy
asauAsRnallAauuanAnty Aedllssunudena: 60 uarilasaunsa
2enaUszunuTatas 25 LWHILANAINTUIHTBIWAALADS WRAIRIAUTENa
299A58UATITLNULITALAULINNIN

Tutnandsannt uasuddelunianans 1wy nasuidauasdifou
(ysyun 2533) FeAnmwnannaFaufetnesulu 185 AsaGaufianda
aganuAnuanngg ludunediaudunngy Swdndnames Auteyaidad
w.A. 2630 sutuildwudn fdaua: 80.5 Mluareuaiaifon 4oy
findadnavas 19.5 fluasaundinuny  uAdNuUzIDIATEUATILALY
Tunasnuddetudl Gloulfdusugifaudug Advlifaausaandusin
atjfiay dunTauAITLNaUNefvRTauATIALIAILA 2 ATauATaTulY
Tnufiviantinasauairlansauafviafudiidunadnaulaidaasugia
lunfaiseu

nsduasasauaiuALadngiu minliiusiuasauaaAuaLuUlng
dnldlunauiAoaiu  Adawudnuaufatnififiasddsznauifiuasaunia
deruuuidewrt Sesznaudauwaulgner¥euas 53.5 dnuiuiindaidu
“asauAinAucuuUlne” vunafsasauaiiiuruuuigiafliddausa
anduadan lauiawnzAsauasaid 3-4  da9engAu 1 ATAUASY
filsznaufruwanignuazwan viautung nieaausaiugnuazany
Faflugniiivetiasdiniandly viedausarasgnuazuanafutiaanssen
dudu  psauaiidnuziiidndiugendnasauninfuquuulnadid
a9AUsznauLLLELY

uananiu nuddeeesgiiauludianaun (Yoyun 2545) Anwn
ATAUATITUNUSINTAUNUEIT 91UdU 874 AsEUATY Lla W.A. 2537
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mmmqumnﬁym 5 u,m/u enuPAusuunii 4 uaz
u,z/z/w 5 4muuwmmﬂy?mmna@n?ﬂmmumu?‘wm U
u,z/z/w 1 wyui 2 ua wyvil 3 uumunvimnwm?wu
mﬁu Buusiuuui 2 uazuuuii 3 yZ@monumuZwywuw
wmﬁnnmﬂmwm ‘memz,Uummonumu?wuwmmnZ@
eunulyse ‘Viuo (1-3 1) enwundndnaziduviasaini
mmmaa@gn@uumuaf:gnfﬁ)waﬁyﬂﬁ" (ailn 2519, 63-
64)

Faifiaateannuasnuidadnuiunilsfnuguuunisfaiouiau
nasuasanulyuandnslyandaaguinesiu ilasunnisnszanedndiured
wiazuuuluuAaziuifiAnuianaazunnAnfuting detiagy afuifd
4N38ONTTIA (Aphichat Chamratrithirong 1984, 88-89) AnuNINUARL
89 Bhassorn (1979) wudn nsidaniiaganduvasusssnuuuuagande
g13tlnevdls  (matrilocatity)  Usangegluruunynairasdsunalng
manzfusanidoamilanuuiniign Aefeuas 72 sasasunfuniamile
¥ouaz 57 nAnaviauar 35 waznnalinwutiauiqn fouas 2.5

gilsulsAnen9uITuveIny IWs&AN (Chai Podhisita 1984)
sraAnunguiietdiedauil 290 AsauAiafl Ban Lao fwdniouidn
Ban Lao (Juruunuuuinensnssuludamindauidn iwizlgnianannge
uazdadiasiafodnluidundning  welfdeaqdn qluuunisagand
m’qLeriqmuﬁwumﬂﬁqmﬁamﬁﬂﬁﬁqtﬂﬁwﬁjq (matrilocal) $atay 81.4
Lﬁaﬂﬁagmﬁﬂﬁwtﬂﬂmw (patrilocal) 3ataz 7.6 uwuvwanizauluy
(neolocal) Tataz 3.1 LLa:LLuuﬁuq infauaz 8.0

aind dules (Jacques Amyot) Anwmytnu 3 uwnsludandn
WTUATATOYSLN TEMang WA, 2611-2512 Idiaualiifusnasuidadl
w.a. 2519 duludldsaanilidn “guuuufigandundsunsanilulssina
Inefde Wousnusasu rﬁiama%qﬁqmﬂlﬂmﬂ (young couple) azaAt
agjfiunautrednan (bride) Tugaeszuzusng uazgiuweulnssuvinun
uaz mLLaamLamr«mﬂimqmamammuwaulmLm Featlfinanszunn
2-3 1 viadatinsaniuisanu Aausagusniazuonizouannly” (1976,
48-49 81391U Amara 1993)

nMsiaenfaganAunasuAsInuraIRausalnd Tnasdunusiunng
JuusanfauanwaLunsaliinewudnfudurasauias Mendunfudansu
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Ugniinundefifudmsuvinfuievinumials fnsddatdratiauruun
3 wisludmdanszuasAieysen Amyot (1976) &7Uliin “Amluuun
UFuaAduun drandednagldsuusaniduiifu doudameldfuiduan
W30&9109 (cash or kind) rﬁammﬁ AsaUASIVENDATuunTtufias
Usznaumaugifg n1eenanssan Lﬁacﬁjﬂmmumﬂlﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂuﬁaﬂm1J'
warnanssuninazulsifudruniduudinauduresmilvigausalilan
tundsind  tnuivansisansasgnuuuiviufindedy  susfaady
waradnssunfianaasuaufinudmiuvinAunendulldag unensaunda
Amunvuafinuiifesnisasueulifousidiosnaunguadionds ddnuus
Wudannasseuinsdnandalazdnuananaulsainy seususng 189019
wentnuanaasdy Audnandatiuann’  (Auditvedasauasanwaui)
wAnnsvaseldazuantu atnelsAd daseuairduuliitesfinantiou
yufindsusanu uasaunsafchallanduagiuasaundaand nsdvdsil
aufintuiflonseuaiivasaniiigousiindn  vieandidugnawinives
waud nsdiudgnmeasfudfunsanifusasidudifosgwouwillng
UTeng”

Tugasraun glaulidneiaseuasiludinadimedusngy f9udn
dnomes 1fiadl w.a. 2530 (1987) fillsunudeyandnug Aufiagsunie
Aausalvudiulngvsadeuar 48.3 Wwanagandulutiunendvesdiandgs
udnunuildesas 32 Sensanduatiunaulvasandlnalifnazis
Ynuseulnivesnules drudnietas 16.3 aganduiunwentvaddnandgd
seugnile wdrFauonidudassviousnundaiiudauresnuias  dwmsy
Aansalvifidananduagfuwautvasdiueng felagfeuas 22.6 wasly
dmnuiifiegfeuar 11.0 aganduiunauidnemaszaznioudatonanify
33z AmnuiinAsieuas 11.6 Sinsanduadiuvauitdhamalnglifnas
patinuFeulny drugausaiieinudeunanayBassaousiudan T¥ouas
25.6 (Yoyun 2533, 28)

uananniu wadnudndungisudnyalusandnunusadinudn
3

Youar 53.5 (fuasauniafinetruiauuuneydasudusssnu  uslu
dmnuiiiifenas 13.8 uanagassiufivasusnu fouas 20.5 agiu
wausdnendeszasnioiuonidudass uazdndaua: 19.2 agAunaul
dagnussuznieiouunannun  dvfunsauniafiayfunauissaznis
udauonaanunegifudassiu daulvovdedetas 56.8 anduagiuwausl

1-2 1 drumpnansetanduatgiunaiinaunazianaanuinitnuisay

n
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ndrasnuasuanAnaiueanly  1du §9589d98WaRLYINUILAIILAUA

wilas deludnvinfiueesnuied vedesnistinuidyuniwdneaunisneu

wadAaaLanNaanuIRItnuEeulay adtlidusiu (yun 25456)

2

vaninuasnudduiidnnediasdusyduidondndnusai
yUFouiauiudinisng aswudiuual §uRTiwunanAenisdaiiudau
Wudaszannwauy Wesuaseazusn dssuau 1-3 T azerduatiunwauyl
lunwansneu

A1T97 2 WiauieugduuunisidenieganAunaine 19usEndanEnINTIInin
Unusniiudunedirudesngy

NEATNTIINIR
nslRanfiaganAunaIuAIN Unusntl Amudunngy
(w.A. 2537) (w.A. 2530)

ueinatArgziud 13.8 25.6
agiunaLtliandgeszazuiondauan 20.5 16.3
Wudas:
agiunawdnarnaszaznisudouanidu 19.2 11.0
fage
agiunanulevds 19.0 32.0
agiunanllgyne 15.3 11.6
atjiunwaulnizastlny (fneldun) 7.9 -
Aue 3.5 3.5

UnUIMUASUASIUDNRANSH

faifiaasafuafuunumlunseuadivesgausaluruumingann
asAduRneg TanunsAnuinazadnuafemilunifidn giiunssansn
dnunfidausaulufanssuiBamsugAadne wu fdaudaulunnsvaiies
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