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This paper examines roles of “art educational institutes” and
“artistic communities” in the construction of artistic identities.
Drawing upon in-depth interviews with Northern Thai artists
graduated from Silpakorn University, known as “Sillapin
Lanna”, 1 argue that artists are not innately gifted and
talented individuals but are institutionally trained. This
ethnographic study focuses on the development of artistic
identity by showing how art educational institution helps
forming “art community”. The paper also discusses the role
of networks of artists with similar background in the
construction and maintenance of artistic identity and identities

of artists.
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