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This article aims to understand two forms of the contesting
meaning of “risk” based on social movement resisting “coal
energy resource management”: risk of energy supply and risk
of livelihood. The risk of nation’s reserved energy is the main
discourse used by the Thai state to legitimize its rights to ac-
cessing coal resources. The discourse leads to the containment
of identity and the transformation of ‘coal’ from natural resources
into “raw materials” and “commodities” in the form of electric-
ity. Consequently, the local communities were excluded from
coal management by not considering them as a part of human

ecology and bio-ecology.

Following the conditions mentioned above, local communities have
negotiated the coal development with resorting to the discourse
of “the risk of livelihood” which is critical of modernization and
economic prosperity and their impact on local community. Their
version of community risk presents itself on the basis of rights
to access and manage resources, rather than the risk of not

having electricity
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