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ABSTRACT
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t narrat

ivergen
about the Japanese occupation in Thailand during WWII

two d

War Museums, Trauma and Healing

Chewasit Boonyakiet

Intangible Cultural Heritage and Museums Field School,

Princess Maha Chakri Sirondhorn Anthropology Center (Public Organization)

This article discusses the politics of war museums
based on a comparative interpretation of exhibition rhetorics
and narrative representations of two war museums along
the western border between Thailand and Myanmar: one
in Kanchanaburi and the other in Khun Yuam district, Mae
Hong Son. Both of the museums mainly exhibit the story
of the Japanese occupation during World War Il, but the
perceptions and representations of the Japanese military
in both museums are significantly different. The article will
describe the museographic representation of the Japanese
occupation with particular focus on musuem curators, as well
as to discuss their content comparatively. The author argues

that museums are indeed discursive battlefields.

keywords
politics of memory, representation, war museum, Museum of World

War ll, the Hell Fire Pass, Kanchanaburi, Mae Hong Son
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