NTENIEVANING Y me Ineg1 32(1): anTAN-Tguiau 2556

unAduy

WeuAMNE d519A21un59an:

N13A15908vavUanUnNniseNYas”

AW 5N
AV TINRUIFIAN

AMZSTANANTUATRIANAIEAT

URNINYIRYNE L

Ko 4o e o - .

*unanuilifiudunivwadneninusAalmansumdudin anedmnnswmun
fpy auzdiaumans uninandedesdnd e mnssudimietaniinludeseas: nag
siasaeniswaurvavrvuluguinle Taanisaduayuasdridnanunasueaduayu

N33 (8N72.) A uNYwaAans-ia A Ens lunguidadds "nisdssnavadiannnug”

fIlnurevaunszAu ANansNanse ag. o1duy nngaunug Midulszenumiugu
Inendnud uaz sasAnansiansd as. ludus Srega uar 919se As. qien aynAUR

'
a

nesuNNsAILALINENanUS un wu il




ABSTRACT

Writing Knowledge, Making Memory
Pla-Buek and local communities in Chiang Khong, Chiang Rai, Thailand

Pipat Tanakit

School of Political and Social Sciences, University of Phayao

This article studies the adaptation and negotiation of local
communities in Chiang Khong, a district in the lower region
of the Upper Mekong River Basin. The study focuses on two
social groups: the hunters of the Giant Mekong Catfish (Pla-
Buek), and the NGOs working on natural conservation projects
in Chiang Khong. The arrival of the various development and
natural conservation projects has overshadowed the roles of
traditional hunters as one of the key stakeholders of the Upper
Mekong River Basin. The group has responded to conservative
stigmatization of them as “sinful predators” by joining inter-
national conservation campaigns at the expense of giving up
their original career. Accordingly, the hunters have to adopt
a new livelihood, where they are part of tourism and natural
conservation activities. The process has turned them to local

masters with specialized knowledge and personal memories of

Pla-buek.

keywords
development, knowledge, memory, Pla-Buek, Mekong Giant Catfish,
Upper Mekong River Basin, International Union for Conservation of

Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)
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