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ABSTRACT

Changes in Economic Life among Coastal Communities of Phang Nga Bay

Chalita Bundhuwong

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences, Kasetsart University

This paper discusses the economic life of coastal
communities in Phang Nga Bay area. Over the past two
decades, the area has seen two major forms of transformation:
1) the recovery of coastal resources, which has developed from
long-term collaborative coastal conservation and restoration
projects by small-scale fisherman organizations and non-
governmental organizations; 2) the urbanization and the
rise of Phang Nga Bay as a global tourist attraction. Based
on information from various focus group meetings with four
communities in Phang Nga Bay, this article describes the
development of small-scale fisheries as well as the growing
significance of non-fishery economic activities. It discusses
the advantages and limitations of both the coastal fishery
and the integration of local livelihoods to national and global
economy, which enhance and constrain local livelihoods.
Finally, the paper discusses the role of small-scale fisherman
organizations, and how these organizations can contribute to
the communities’ socio-economic stability in the context of

such complex transformation in Phang Nga Bay area.

keywords

tourism, firshery, coastal communities, coastal resources, Phang Nga Bay
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