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ABSTRACT

"Everyone is an Artist”: Immaterial Study of Labour

Kengkij Kitirianglarp

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Facuty of Social Sciences, Chiangmai University

From the second half of the 20th century, there have been
growing interest among labour sociologists concerning the
status of artists: are they members of the working class? If not,
in which class do they belong to? Influenced by Marxist class
theory, they have turned to an economic analysis of art world,
particularly forms of art production and labour use. Critical
labour sociologists answer the question by problematizing
artists and art production in the changing context of capitalism.
This article aims to portray the particular stage of capitalism
from 1960s to 1970s, the so-called “cognitive capitalism” as
the new context for labour studies of art work. Following the
Autonomist school of Marxism, this article reviews the concept
of immaterial labour as a new form of labour in cognitive
capitalism. The author proposes that artists are among the first
generation of immaterial labour whereas most of the labour in
cognitive capitalism nowadays work like an artist. Both Artists
and factory workers are facing the same situation where they are
exploited and controlled by the capitalist system. To resist the
exploitation and control, artists need to consider themselves

as part of the working class.

keywords

artist, cognitive capitalism, immaterial labour, autonomist marxism
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