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ABSTRACT

Livelihood of People in Rural Isan: changes over the past decade

Napaporn Ativanichayapong

The Graduate Volunteer Center, Thammasat University

This article is based on the mini-theses written by
graduate volunteers, Thammasat University, particularly those
focusing on the diversity of livelihood of rural communities in
Isan (northeastern region of Thailand). It is found that, over the
past decade, [san rural communities have become modernized
while at the same time remain largely traditional. Under modern
capitalist system, Isan rural villagers earn their living from various
sources of income. Some of them engage in market economy,
employ modern technology and enter contract-farming system.
Some others increase their local products’ value by reviving
their cultural identity and hence gain financial support from
state institutions. However, many Isan villagers still keep their
traditional economic and socio-cultural life such as practicing
subsistent rice cultivation and hosting and participating in

Buddhist ceremonies as they did in the past.

keywords

livelihood, rural society, changes, Isan
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