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Thesis Title HOUSE, SHELTER, HOME: HOMELESSNESS AND
DYNAMIC MEANINGS OF HOME AMONG THE

HOMELESS
Author Miss Yanika Aksornnum
Degree Master of arts
Department/Faculty/university Social research

Faculty Sociology and Anthropology

Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Chantanee Charoensri, Ph.D.
Academic Year 2015
ABSTRACT

This thesis determines to study the dynamic meaning of home to
homeless people with a focus on the research questions: Under the homeless’
transitional process of relocating from their former residence to public spaces to
homeless shelters and, then, resettling into their own accommodation, how is, for one
thing, the meaning of “home” dynamically changing in terms of the power to control
space, familial relationships, as well as the homeless’ ability to mentally possess a
territory, and how do, for another, these dimensions relate to the existence or non-
existence of their dwellings?

According to the above mentioned questions, this study covers two
important issues namely: 1) the homeless’ experiences, triggered by their relocation,
recarding the meaning of “home” before moving into homeless shelters, while living
there, and until, in some cases, managing to afford housing on their own again; 2) the
homeless’ relativity of home in both semantic and physical (accommmodation)
dimensions which results in dynamic changes of how to define “home” in terms of
the power to control space, an area to represent families, and a territory for the
homeless to express feelings as well as themselves together with the relations of home

in different dimensions to the homeless’ experiences during each different phase.



(@)

It is found that losing “the feeling at home” is the reason why people
choose to wander through public space. Some people feel guilty about going back
home because they once made a mistake. Some feel as if they do not belong there
and, worse, their relations do not accept them. As a result, moving out of their houses
seems to be a good way for dealing with the problems at that time. The study also
suggests that to be able to sustain stable accommodation once more, not only the
provision of physical accommodation but also the restoration of pride and dignity for
the homeless, at least to the level that they can recreate meaningful relationships
with society and other people, is required. The relationships, however; might not
merely consist of family members like a father, a mother, and children or spouses but
include reliable persons they can turn to. All of these people play essential roles in
bringing the homeless back to the society and simultaneously securing their new
permanent housing.

Studying the homeless’ experiences reveals that home has an open
meaning. The process of defining home, that is an outcome of interactions between
where we live (consisting of physical location, relationships, feelings, and responses to
life events) and an ideal home happens all the time. Even after finding some places
as our home, the sense of homelessness has kept changing due to different
circumstances during each period of life.

The meaning of home for those living in homeless shelters is reflected in
three dimensions: an area with the power to control space, an area to represent
families, and an area to express feelings and oneself. Occurring specifically in the
context of shelters which share no physical characteristics with typical residence, this
tells us that the homeless’ relocation to another accommodation brings about the
dynamic definition of home that is changing because of what they have experienced
(living in homeless shelters). The homeless’ ability to afford housing reaffirms their
future as well as hope in life and also allows them to gradually approach a goal to
achieve an ideal home, since to have a home makes the homeless sees their path to

tomorrow and finds it walkable.
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Title The Structure of Total Institution which Applies
Therapeutic Community Approach
A Case Study of Lad Lum Kaew
Drug Addicts Rehabilitation Center
Author Mr.Krissada Kaewkliang
Degree Master of Arts
Department/Faculty/University Social Research
Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology

Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Songsiri Putthongchai, Ph.D.
Academic Years 2015
ABSTRACT

This research aims to study structural characteristics of Lad Lum Kaew Drug
Addicts Rehabilitation Center. The Inspiration for doing this research came from findings
of its preliminary study. The researcher found that the Lad Lum Kaew Drug Addicts
Rehabilitation Center has operated by the principles of “total institution” coined by
Erving Goffman. At the same time, it is stated to implement the “therapeutic
community” approach. These two principles are greatly diverse in their central
concerns. Therefore, the researcher sensitizes the two concepts, “total institution” and
“therapeutic community” to analyze the drug rehabilitation center. To explore the
structural characteristics of the center, the researcher utilize qualitative methodology.

Participatory observation and interview techniques are used for collecting data.

The findings show that the Lad Lum Kaew Drug Addicts Rehabilitation
Center is structured in the form “total institution”. Inmates are treated as targets of

manipulation. Freedom in everyday life is very limited. Their time and space are tight.
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Total power remains to officers. If inmates break rules, they will be placed into specific

programs. Violation of personal privacy is common.

Moreover, due to the implementation of the therapeutic community
principles, the center multiplies the proportion of control over the inmates. The
inmates become surveillance tools for the center to monitor their peers. Hence,
privacy violation at this rehabilitation center accordingly multiplies. The difference
between the center and other total institutions is also that the center contains
positional mobility systems, horizontal and vertical. Even though the inmates can be

promoted, that is for the use of the center. Total power still remains to the officers.

Keywords: Structure Characteristics, Total Institution, Therapeutic Community
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Thesis Title ‘TOGETHER WE DANCE’, THE SOCIAL
GATHERING OF THE RAVE OR CLUB MUSIC
CULTURE IN THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF THE
TRANCE MUSIC LOVERS IN THAILAND (TLT)

GROUP
Author Mr. Piyakul Phusri
Degree Master of Arts
Major Field/Faculty/University Anthropology

Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology

Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Professor Samerchai Poolsuwan, Ph.D.
Academic Years 2015
Abstract

This research studies the social gathering of people loving electronic
dance music (EDM), particularly the ‘Trance Music Lovers in Thailand (TLT)’ group.
The phenomenon is explained in the ‘Neo-tribalism’ framework, emphasising the
fluid mobility of people, in the modern world, across various social groups, so called
‘neo-tribes’; they are characterised by loose and temporary relationships among
their members sharing the same set of cultural values. The TLT’s values concern a
perception on the ‘authenticity’ of the trance music, basically a product of
consumerism, and the norms of ‘geood’ behaviour expected for its members. Not
directly challenging the social structure, formation of the g¢roup provides an
alternative life style for its members, secluding them from ordinary everyday life, to
freely enjoy their music, dance and parties. A collective ability to appreciate the

authenticity of the trance music of the TLT’s members is treated, in this study, as a



form of cultural capital, allowing its owners to discriminate themselves from ‘others’,
i.e., the general EDM fans. The group maintains its members and attracts newcomers
by organising regular TLT parties, open to all who love the music, and other social
gatherings of its members; social networks are employed as a major channel of the

group’s communication.

Keyword: Electronic Dance Music, Rave Culture, Trance Music Lovers in Thailand

(TLT), Neo-tribalism, Cultural Capital
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Thesis Title ROHINGYA: STATELESS PERSON IN FOREIGN
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Degree Master of Arts
Major Field/Faculty/University Anthropology
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ABSTRACT

Rohingyas in Myanmar are generally known as stateless people and many
of them fled Myanmar for Thailand illegally. In 2006, more Rohingyas made their way
to Thailand through the Andaman seacoast before heading to Malaysia as their final
destination.

This study is aimed to examine the relationship between stateless
Rohingyas, with a focus on those living in Ranong, Phang-nga and Songkhla of Thailand
in 2013-2015, and the modern states especially Thailand. It is grounded on the

)

assumption that “being stateless people” and not having Thai citizenship lead
Rohingyas in Thailand to encounter violence and being denied of state protection. On
the one hand, the study found that there is not only sovereign power of the Thai state
but also that of others especially law enforcement officers and illegal networks that
utilized citizenship to curtail Rohingyas’ political life. On the other hand, however, the
study found that there are also other kinds of sovereign power including international
organizations, non-governmental organizations and religious organizations that in
various ways work to provide Rohingyas with help, support and protection. As such,

the study maintains that the sovereign Thai state needs to negotiate and collaborate

with other kinds of sovereign power in dealing with stateless Rohingyas who in turn
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negotiate with the Thai state and make use of these other sovereign powers to survive

in Thailand.

Keywords: Rohingya, Stateless People, Sovereignties, Refugee, Islam
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Thesis Title DEFINING AND PRACTICING CHILDHOQD:
BURMESE CHILDREN IN A THAI SCHOOL, SAMUT

SAKHON
Author Miss Areeluck Pairat
Degree Master of Arts
Major Field/Faculty/University Anthropology
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Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Saipin Suputtamongkol, Ph.D.
Academic Years 2015
Abstract

This thesis studies how childhood was defined by different agencies working
to promote literacy among the children of Burmese migrant workers in Samut
Sakhon. It also pays attention to the way in which students and their parents
participated in this process. It is inspired by Reed-Danahay's study of how the French
parents and their young "making-do" (debrouiller) in the French formal education
system, that is how they cunningly subverted the national ideology while reinstating
their local values and practice. In Samut Sakhon, three types of agencies were
involved in educating young children of the Burmese migrants: public schools,
learning centers organized by the NGOs, and Mon-Burmese ex-workers. The first two
agencies were supported mainly by the Thai education ministry and the ILO while
the third the Burmese community in Samut Sakhon. Despite the differences, both
were to promote human rights and cultivate their future citizen. This, however, was

subverted somehow by the family who considered childhood differently.
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Keywords: Childhood, Migrant children, Politics of Education, Anthropology of

Education
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ABSTRACT

This dissertation examines Cambodian bar girl’s subjectivity that emerges
from relationships between sensory experiences and the production of space in the
rhythm of everyday life. | emploied the frameworks of subjectivity, production of
space, sensory experience, and everyday life to dialogue with the ethnography of sex
worker in Cambodia and worldwide. | conducted field research in Sihanoukville for
eighteen months. At first, | worked as a volunteer at the Foundation of Our Lady of
Charity of the Good Shepherd in Cambodia, a Catholic organization that provides
help to children and sex workers, for six months. In another twelve months, | worked
as a bar girl at Rose Bar.l conducted semi-structured interviews in Khmer with 49 bar
girls and in English with 25 Victory Hill customers. | had daily conversations with the
bar girls with whom | lived and worked. | also visited five bar girls' villages.

| find that the bar girls’ subjectivity is constructed in the relationships
between social space and sensory experiences, and these relationships are
conditioned by the structures of everyday rhythm. This everyday rhythm creates the
continuous world of the sex workers’ lives on everyday, every-month, every-year

basis. The repetition of these rhythms conditions the production of spacein which



(@)

the spatial practices of the female sex workers have been emerging. Meanwhile,
within these rhythms, the female sex workers learned, valued, and practiced the
sensory experiences.

This dissertation argues that the female sex workers identify who they
are in this Victory Hills sexual service space through the practices that they act within
the spaceas well as through the way in which they value and give meanings to their
sensory experiences. However, both spatial practices and sensory experiences are
controlled by the rhythms of their everyday life and their whole life.These rhythms
are subjected to changes within historical and social contexts that appear in various
forms of international and domestic powers. Despite of those seemingly controlling
rhythms and structures, these bar girls manage to be actors by constructing their own

practices to deal with these dominant powers creatively and feasibly.

Keywords: subjectivity, space, sensory experience, everyday Life,

Cambodian bar girls
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Dissertation Title MUSLIMS” LIVES IN “DRUGS DEN”:
A SOUTHERN COMMUNITY’S NEGOTIATED NORMALITY

IN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

The Dissertation titled "Muslims’ Lives in “Drugs Den”: A Southern
Community’s Negotiated Normality in Thailand” is a study about a community known
as “Drugs Den" as most men in the community use narcotic drugs. The main research
question is how drug users live with their family and communities amid the perception
of drug users as illegal, patients and wicked person according to state, medical, and
religion accordingly. In order to answer such research question, | studied the drug use
behaviors of Muslims in the communities as a social phenomenon that needs to take
into consideration the evolution and sociocultural contexts in relations to the drug use
phenomena as well as studied perceptions, thoughts, meaning, feeling and daily life of
drug users, family, and community in the midst of the drug abuse epidemic by using the
concept of normality as a framework to understand such phenomena.

Using the concept of “Normality” to examine the relationship between drug
users and their families and communities, it is found that drug users lead their everday life
based upon various social norms, i.e. laws, medical principles, religious ethics including
traditions or value that community members regard as their norms which may conform or
differ from the official social norms. All of these norms influence relationships and practice

of drug users in living “normally: with others in the society.



Significant finding is drug users, family and community are well aware that
drug abuse is disapproved behaviors of the official norms. In the condition that
community members have to live together, drug users choose to follow three norms
that family and community value which are 1) control oneself not to disturb others in
community when using drugs, 2) responsible for their family role as father, husband or
son, 3) maintain community engagement by contribute to public. These are the practices
that allow drug users remain members of the family as well as to maintain the normal
living among the community members which in this dissertation called the “negotiated

normality”.

Keywords: Drugs Users, Muslims, Negotiated Normality
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this dissertation is to understand the way in which “senility” was
defined by the Chinese elderly living in the commerdial town in southem Thailand. By witnessing and
participating the daily life, particularly in public space of the Chinese elderly in Hadyai, Songkhla, the
author hopes to understand the experience of their operating the frail and accident prone bodies to
sustain their “nomnal life”. For the Hadyai elderly, old age was the time when economic status of
the family had been secured and his/her contribution become marginal. This, however, was mostly
for the male. Females who contributed their time and energy to domestic life may retire when
working was not possible. To be sure, there were a few people who continued to work. Yet, the goal
was different. That is, to maintain the sodial status and neishborhood relation. Once ceasing to work,
the elderly spent much of their time in the public space familiar to them since young. Most, if not all,
believed that activities and the mobilization of the body in the Tai Chi exerdise prevented dementia.
Since they lived in this town where they were native, this made keep “nomal” dally life more easily.
Hadyal, being a commerdal town and despite its rapid expansion, fadlitated, rather than hindering
their daily affairs. This dissertation suggests that senility should be viewed both physiologically and
culturally. Senility as cultural physiological phenomenon is not a mere change from healthy to

decrepitude but conditioned as well by culture and historical change.

Keywords: elderly, senility, Tai Chi, cultural physiology, Hadyai,
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ABSTRACT

The Bru ethnic people speak the dialects belonging to the Katuic Branch,
Mon-Khmer Group, Austroasiatic Linguistic Family. They currently inhabit central
Vietnam, southern Lao and northeastern Thailand. Their social organization — to
form families, villages and tribes — had been, since the long distant past, heavily
governed by the “reet” (a set of believes in various spirits and their associated cults
— similar to the “Heet-Kong” in the northeastern Thai and Lao traditions), which is a
key cultural factor differentiating them from other neighbouring ethnic groups. This
research investigates the cultural and ethnic adaptation of Bru groups in the central
Mekong valley, on both sides of the Thailand-Lao border, in Ubonratchathani and
Champasak. They have experienced overwhelming domination of the nation-state
policies on cultural assimilation and of globalization. It seems that the Bru have
adapted well to the situations by employing various cultural strategies. The major
one is called “la-la-reet”, which means abandonment of their “reet” and adoption
of the traditional Thai/Lao Buddhism. At the same time, the Bru groups still maintain,
or in some instances even invent, other aspects of their identity, including, for

example, their ethnic nomenclature, dialects, oral history, social memory and kinship



(4)

system. This has also provided them a good cultural basis to benefit from tourism. It
is noticed that the Thailand Bru have maintained a higher degree of ethnic
consciousness and identity in comparison with their Lao counterpart. This could
result from a more toleration of the Thai nation-state to cultural diversity,
encouraged under globalization. The study provides an example of contemporary
ethnic communities that have negotiated well with the main stream culture by
partially dissolving themselves into the main stream on one hand and, on the other,

essentially maintaining other aspects of their ethnic consciousness and identity.

Keywords: Bru ethnic, negotiation, ethnic dymamic, construction of ethnic identity
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