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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses methodological challenges, particularly on the issue of
ethics in practice, through a critical reflection on the author’s field research on
migrations and commodity flows in the Thai-Burma borderland. The area between
Thailand’s Mae Hong Son and Burma’s South Shan State represents a contested
space of ongoing power struggles between state and state-like fractions. At the
same time, border communities have developed diverse sets of ethical values
and judgement through everyday practices. The author’s overland border
crossing into an restricted area of South Shan State has raised key questions
on the discrepancy between procedural research ethics and ethics in practice in
relation to local interpretation of legal, illegal or ‘licit’ forms of border crossing.
This forms a basis for the author’s better understanding of border ethics and

social contingency embedded in contemporary Shan mobilities.

keywords research ethics, borderland studies, Burma, Shan State, Mae Hong Son
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