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ABSTRACT

This article discusses challenges of conducting fieldwork in the northeastern Thai-
Lao borderlands, with emphasis on positionality as one of the key ethnographic
research methods. The author provides a reflection on the issues of locating
research site, obtaining research permission, and resolving different unanticipated
circumstances during the fieldwork. In addition, the author explores the
significance of positionality in the borderlands context where state boundaries,
languages, cultures, ethnicity, gender and race are extensively overlapped. The
paper concludes with recommendations for researchers to carefully consider
positionality in relation to research ethics as well as the contingency of legal

judgement within the borderlands context.
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