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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the physical development of the ecclesiastic area of Wat
Yai- suwannaram, Phetchaburi, focusing on two phases of substantial modification
of the area during the late 17th century and during the fifth reign of the Bangkok
Period was accomplished by monastery artisans, led by their master, Khun Sri-
wangyot. In the first phase, a preaching hall (sala-kan-parian) was added into its
main axis right behind the pre-existing ordination hall. The position symbolised
the significance of the building, most likely associated with its previous status as
one of the royal audience halls in the Ayutthaya Palace. In the second phase, a
gallery was constructed to surround the ordination hall, which illustrates the key
idea to build a clear physical and symbolic separation between the ordination hall
and the preaching hall. Truly appreciable in this subsequent renovation of the
temple is its splendid craftsmanship and architectural design which represent the
enduring development of local Buddhist-art schools patronised by and centred
at the monasteries in the area.

keywords Wat Yai-suwannaram, Somdet Taeng-mo, Khun Sri-wangyot, craftsmanship,
Phetchaburi
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